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Academic Games Team is made up of ‘Thinking Kids’

Seneca Valley students excelled in local Academic Games tournaments throughout the school year, 
resulting in a record 46 students who attended the National Academic Tournament in Orlando, Florida, 
April 24 - 28.  Several of these individuals brought back national championship titles and top ten 
finishes. 

June 4 –
 SVAOC Performance,  
 Adela’s Choice, 6 p.m., IHS Aud.   
 (for more see page 13) 
June 5 –  
 Last Day for K-11 Students, See  
 Announcements for dismissal times   
June 8 –   
 School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Work Session) 
June 15 –  
 School Board Meeting, 8 p.m.,  
 IHS Aud. (Action Session)
June 19 –  
 SV’s Kennywood Picnic Day 

June Dates  
to Remember

Look for the June issue 
of Raider Pride to  

feature a graduation 
photo spread

Congratulations, graduates!

World Events (a game of political and cultural events):
Brendan Malloy  6th Place Individual Finish 
Connor Anderson 4th Place Team Finish
Brendan Malloy 4th Place Team Finish
Arya Nayak 4th Place Team Finish
Benaifer Sepai  4th Place Team Finish
Brenna Wrubel 7th Place Team Finish
Dilini Ranaweera 7th Place Team Finish
Christian Williams 7th Place Team Finish
Ryan Jones 7th Place Team Finish

WFF ‘n Proof (a game of logic and reasoning): 
Anoop Savio Individual Co-National Champion 
Renhan Xu 8th Place Team
Nick Folino 8th Place Team
Sebastian Wary 8th Place Team
Sarah McKinley 8th Place Team
Anoop Savio 8th Place Team
Zach Garcia 9th Place Team
Parker Logue 9th Place Team
Megan Bablak 9th Place Team
Matt Murphy 9th Place Team
Dora White 9th Place Team

LinguiSHTIK (a grammar and vocabulary game):
Ananya Rao  Individual Co-National Champion 
Zach Garcia 6th Place Team
Renhan Xu 6th Place Team
Matt Murphy 6th Place Team
Ananya Rao 6th Place Team
Ryan Jones 6th Place Team
Dilini Ranaweera 9th Place Team
Arya Nayak 9th Place Team
Parker Logue 9th Place Team
Dora White 9th Place Team
Benaifer Sepai 9th Place Team

On-Sets (a mathematical game):
Dora White  Individual Co-National Champion 
Zach Garcia 8th Place Team Finish (Division Runners Up)
Matt Murphy 8th Place Team Finish (Division Runners Up)
Anoop Savio 8th Place Team Finish (Division Runners Up)
Sebastian Wary 8th Place Team Finish (Division Runners Up)
Dora White 8th Place Team Finish (Division Runners Up)

Equations (a mathematical game):
Parker Logue  10th Place Team (Division Runners Up)
Ryan Jones  10th Place Team (Division Runners Up)

Presidents (a game of historical contexts and political events of  
U.S. presidents):
Sebastian Wary  7th Place Team
Brenna Wrubel  7th Place Team
Benaifer Sepai  7th Place Team

Propaganda (a persuasion game):
Brenna Wrubel   Individual National Champion 
Brenna Wrubel   Team National Champions
Parker Logue  Team National Champions

Middle Division:

Propaganda:
Rishin Sharma   2nd place Individual 
Tori Beck   3rd place individual 
Tori Beck   7th Place Team  
Jonathan Simoes   7th Place Team

World Events:
Brian Vogel  4th Place Team 
Jacob Geil  4th Place Team
Connor McDonald  4th Place Team 

Junior Division:

Propaganda: 
Urvi Gupta  10th Place Individual Propaganda
Lucy Geronime  2nd Place Team Propaganda
Kyle Cindrich  5th Place Team Propaganda

Presidents:
Lucy Geronime   4th Place Team Presidents

SV Graduation Day

May 29, 2015 
NexTier Stadium- 6 p.m.

Speakers:
Tanner J. Quiggle - Valedictorian

Andrew T. Lingenfelter - Salutatorian
Matyson G. Zeckzer - Honor Student

Lauren N. Ottaviani - Speaker at Large
Senior Class Officers:

Jordan M. Harris - President
Alicia M. Hart - Vice President

Adali B. Deiss - Secretary
Shannon M. Brickley - Treasurer

Nationals give students a real world experience and an opportunity to test their knowledge against 
some of the brightest students in the nation. The players at Nationals received recognition and 
awards in the same way that sports champions are honored. A top 10 finish at Nationals is equivalent 
to an athlete earning All-American Status. 

Academic Games League of America 
Outstanding Educator Award:
Mr. Dale Wagner

http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageID=1
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
http://www.svsd.net/GolfClassic
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SV Prom

Congratulations to Matt Prigg and Teresa 
Leatherow, Seneca Valley’s 2015 Prom King  
and Queen!

Click here to view the Seneca Valley’s 2015 Prom Vimeo.

For a link to the gallery of images from prom or to purchase prints, click here.
 

‘Around the World’
May 9, 2015 at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in New Castle, PA

https://vimeo.com/127488739
http://fmkjr.smugmug.com/Portraits/Seneca-Valley-Prom-2015/


Evans City Elementary School recently had Mr. Gil Kaufman, 
the CEO of Atlantic Engineering Services (AES), as a Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM)  
presenter for students in first grade. 

Mr. Kaufman showed first grade students how the bones in 
a human skeleton related directly to the structure/bones of a 
building. He showed some of his many successful projects like 
the Heinz History Center, where he combined restoration of a 
historical building with state of the art modernization combining 
all aspects of STEAM. 

Mr. Kaufman has been providing structural engineering services and expertise throughout the 
eastern seaboard states for over thirty years. His background in Architecture gives him an unusually 
strong appreciation for the needs of AES’ architectural clientele. His project expertise has included 
apartment complexes, extended nursing care facilities, office buildings, hospitals, theaters, parking 
garages, and more. Throughout his professional career he has also developed an impressive list of 
structural rehabilitations and renovations for historic structures throughout the United States.  
Mr. Kaufman is furthermore known as one of the region’s experts in historic masonry restoration.

Ms. Natalie Simon from the  
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) for  
Moraine State Park, shared pelts 
from a variety of Pennsylvania 
mammals with Ms. Angela Cardillo’s 
second grade classroom on May 5. 
Ms. Simon’s presentation tied in  
with the second grade unit on  
Pennsylvania animal habitats. 

DCRN visits  
Rowan Elementary

Evans City Schools, grades K-6, hosted the 8th annual STOMP Out Cancer Walk at the school on May 15.
 
Over 1,000 students and staff walked around the building at different times throughout the day to help 
raise over $18,000 and awareness for cancer research.
 
STOMP is held in memory of two faculty members, Mrs. Linda Saulle and Mr. Roy Waugaman, who lost 
their battles with cancer. STOMP participants also walk in memory of and/or in honor of their family and 
friends who have been affected by cancer.
 

More than $101,592.50 has been raised over the 
past seven years with 100 percent of the  
monies going to the University of Pittsburgh  
Cancer Institute.

 
More pictures and information about STOMP  
can be found here.

STOMP out cancer

Haine students wore their PJs, brought along their 
flashlights, and their favorite books for Haine  
Elementary School’s fun-filled literacy night,  
“Camp Read S’More” on May 8.  

The camping-themed event featured illustration 
performances by author/illustrator Ralph Masiello, 
professional storyteller Sherry Dupont and  
campfire sing-a-longs by guitarist Angela Mignanell. 
Participants also enjoyed a “Book Swap Swamp” 
for students to exchange gently used books, campfire stories read by 
teen guest readers in “Story Book Forest,” games, a bookmark  
making station and raffles.

“Camp Read S’More” was sponsored in part by Target, which has 
awarded the Haine Elementary Library grant funding to support the 
literacy needs of Haine Elementary Students. Other sponsors included 
Haine PTO, HH Gregg, Sorbara’s Shop ‘n Save, Bronze Coconut, 
Model Cleaners, Shearer’s Ice Cream, and Dr. Rita McGrogan.

Click here to view the “Camp Read S’More” slide show.  

Haine students camp out for literacy event

Building structure with STEAM
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Seneca Valley Varsity 
Track and Field team 
held its 31st Annual 
All District K-6 Track 
and Field Meet at 
NexTier Stadium on 
May 8. 

Over 90 students from all SV  
elementary schools participated in 
a friendly competition that included 
events such as a softball throw, long 
jump, sprinting and distance track 
events and a Pre-K race for students 
and parents. Results from the meet 
can be found here.

31st Annual All District 
K-6 Track & Field Meet

http://www.svsd.net/Page/16288
http://www.svsd.net/Page/16271
http://www.svsd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=121
http://www.svsd.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=121


Sneha Padamati, a high-achieving student from Seneca Valley Middle School, was 
honored as one of the brightest young students in the world at a regional awards 
ceremony for academically advanced children sponsored by the Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Talented Youth (CTY).

Sneha, a participant in the CTY Talent Search, was recognized for her exceptional 
performance on a rigorous, above-grade-level test given to academically talented 
second-through-eighth-grade students.

As part of the CTY Talent Search, advanced young learners take above-grade level tests that identify 
academic talent and reveal gaps between a child’s academic program and her actual capacity for 
learning. Seventh and eighth graders take the SAT or ACT—the same tests used for college  
admissions. These students, along with second through sixth graders, can also take the School  
and College Ability Test (SCAT), an above-level test, or the Spatial Test Battery (STB), which measures 
spatial ability.

Sneha, from Cranberry Township, was one of more than 33,000 students from 60-plus countries who 
participated in the CTY Talent Search this year by testing between March 2014 and February 2015. 
Because of the difficulty of the tests, only about 30 percent of students who participated earned an 
invitation to a CTY Awards Ceremony where they are individually honored for their academic  
performance and potential. Most students honored in 2015 CTY Award Ceremonies also qualified for 
CTY’s summer courses and online classes.

“Congratulations to all of the outstanding young people recognized as part of the CTY Awards  
Ceremonies for their willingness to challenge themselves by taking a test originally designed for  
significantly older students,” said Elaine Tuttle Hansen, executive director of CTY. “This is an  
opportunity to recognize these students’ achievements but to also honor the parents and educators 
who have nurtured and supported their intellectual growth and development.”

The Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth (CTY) is a nonprofit at one of the nation’s  
premier universities. CTY identifies academic talent in the world’s brightest K-12 learners and  
supports their growth with accredited summer, online, and family programs, services, and resources 
designed to meet their needs.

Dr. Michael (Mickey) Corb, recently 
 retired from the University of  
Pittsburgh School of Medicine  
and a Professor Emeritus in the  
Department of Microbiology and  
Molecular Genetics, presented a 
DNA lesson to the Evans City  
Middle School (ECMS) Science, 
Technology, Engineering and  
Mathematics (STEM) Fems group  
at the end of March.

Dr. Corb introduced students to DNA 
by showing them that, although it is a 
single molecule, DNA is so long that 
if it is released from the constraints 
of the nucleus (found in almost every 
cell), it can be seen in a test tube 
without a microscope. Dissolving  
the cellular membrane with a mild  
detergent is enough to make a  
solution containing viscous cells that 
can only be seen with a microscope.

STEM Fems study DNA

Haine and Evans City Middle School 
students and staff gathered in late April 
to test robotics and other STEM-related 
technology for future classroom use.  

Testing the limits

Dr. Matt Vogel and Mrs. Erin 
Dusenberry, learning support 
teachers at Evan City Middle 
School (ECMS), developed a  
disability awareness simulation 
 for ECMS faculty and staff. 
Teachers and staff were  
challenged to spend a period 
of time during the school day 
in a wheelchair. Participants were provided with a new perspective on 
architectural barriers in the classroom and building for students who  
utilize a wheelchair for mobility. They also gained a general perspective on what it’s like for students 
with disabilities in everyday life. Faculty and staff were able to reflect on their experience with each 
other and students, which has created a more accepting, nurturing and positive school environment for all. 

Accepting challenges

SV student recognized by Johns Hopkins University
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The Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Gifted students presented projects that included  
everything from advanced technology to biology experiments to culinary adventures at the  
2015 Scenario Showcase Night. 

Approximately 43 seventh graders and 55 eighth graders worked hard on their projects all year and  
presented to their family and friends on May 6.

According to Theresa Wolf and Meagan Loewy, gifted support teachers, the purpose of the 7th and 8th 
grade Gifted Enrichment/Purpose Program’s “Scenario Showcase” evening is to celebrate the  
achievements, creativity, and innovative thinking shown by the SVMS Purpose students who undertook 
the nearly year-long challenge of designing and completing an independent scenario project. 

Nearly 400 people attended this exciting event, including the 98 Purpose students, their parents, 
grandparents, teachers and friends.

The Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) hosted its 2nd annual 
Second Grade Science Day at Connoquenessing Valley Elementary (CVE) 
School on May 1. 

Over 70 students, grades 9-10, developed a lesson that included an experiment 
and taught it to second grade students at CVE.  Topics covered making lava 
lamps, extracting DNA from bananas, making mini rockets, studying phases 
of the moon, studying bird beak adaptations, experimenting with milk and 
food coloring to learn about water properties, and making slime. 

“This field trip is a great way to get young  
students exposed and interested in different 
types of sciences, said Seneca Valley  
IHS science teacher Marlesse Hames.  
“It was a really fun day for our elementary  
kids and an awesome experience for our  
secondary kids. Both really enjoyed the day.” 

SV students collaborate for science

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) Create a 
Respectful Environment (C.A.R.E.) student representatives 
were celebrated for their dedication throughout the  
school year to build a positive school culture through a 
recognition event on May 8. 

The IHS invited Dr. Anne Koch, CVE third grade teacher, and 
her class to this event, to celebrate their efforts in donating 
more than 300 food items within their own classroom.

Earlier this year as a cooperative C.A.R.E. effort, IHS students joined the students at CVE to donate to a 
local food cupboard, donating over 2,000 food items.

Students at SV really C.A.R.E.

SVMS Scenario Showcase Night
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An IHS student and several of her 
friends (and siblings) - who wish to 
remain anonymous - spent a few 
hours in early May posting 1,000  
positive hand-written messages to 
every student in the building.  
Freshmen and sophomores were 
greeted Monday morning with these 
notes posted to their lockers. There is 
power in a positive message.

Words matter

Seneca Valley SVTV students won 
five awards at this year’s Television 
and Video Teachers (TVT ) Student 
Video Festival at Robert Morris  
University on April 9. 

Winners included Alex Collinger for 
Documentary, Brenden Celender 
for Highlight Tape, Patrick O’Shea 
for PSA, and recent graduate Dillan 
Hodak for Computer-generated 
graphics. Sammy Hochberg won first 
place in the student-judged category, 
Stop Motion. 

TVT is an organization comprised of 
individuals who share a passion for 
teaching media. Founded in 1991, 
the organization now has members 
in more than five states. Its goal 
is to provide a forum where those 
who teach television and video at 
the secondary level can network 
and exchange ideas and resources. 
Organization members also share 
technical resources, information and 
expertise.

This just in…



The Seneca Valley Choirs, grades 8-12, recently took a bite out of the “Big Apple.” SV students 
competed in the Heritage National Music Festival in New York City, April 30-May 4 and brought home 
several accolades. 

8th Grade Chorus 
•	 First	place	in	the	Junior	High	School	Concert	Choir	Division
•	 Sweepstakes	Award		(This	award	goes	to	the	highest	score	 
 for each school district combined for grades 7-12)
•	 Adjudicator’s	Award	(This	award	goes	to	choirs	with	 
 a 95% or higher score)
•	 Gold	Rating
•	 Highest	Scoring	Choir	in	the	entire	competition

8th Grade Chamber Choir 
•	 Second	Place	in	the	Jr.	High	Chamber	Choir	Division
•	 Gold	Rating

9th Grade Chorus
•	 First	Place	in	the	1A	High	School	Concert	Choir	Division
•	 	Gold	Rating

10th Grade Chorus:
•	 First	Place	in	the	2A	High	School	Concert	Choir	Division
•	 Sweepstakes	Award
•	 Adjudicator’s	Award
•	 Gold	Rating

11th-12th Grade Concert Choir
•	 Second	Place	in	the	3A	High	School	Concert	Choir	Division
•	 Gold	Rating

Madrigal Choir
•	 First	Place	in	the	3A	High	School	Chamber	Choir	Division
•	 Sweepstakes	Award
•	 Adjudicator’s	Award,
•	 Gold	Rating

Women’s Chorus
•	 First	Place	in	the	Women’s	Choir	Division
•	 Gold	Rating

Men’s Chorus
•	 First	Place	in	the	Men’s	Chorus	Division
•	 Gold	Rating

Show Choir
•	 First	Place	in	the	Show	Choir	Division
•	 Gold	Rating

Seniors Ellie Lahm received a Solo Award and Hayley Hoss received the Standing Ovation Award for 
outstanding achievement. 

Seneca Valley secondary choirs are led by teachers Mr. Aaron Magill, Ms. Bobi-Jean Alexander,  
Ms. Toni Keefer and Ms. Claire Barker.

SV Chorus hits all the right notes at competition
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The Seneca Valley Marching Band 
traveled to the Nation’s Capital to 
perform in the National Cherry  
Blossom Festival Parade in  
Washington, DC, April 10-13. 

SV was one of only 16 bands  
selected nationwide to be in the 
parade. In addition, due to their  
previous appearances and  
successes, they were given the 
honor to be the only band to lead 
the parade and the first performing 
group to appear at the event.  

The National Cherry Blossom  
Festival Parade is one of DC’s largest 
spectator events. The energy-filled 
Parade runs for 10 blocks along 
iconic Constitution Avenue. Giant 
colorful helium balloons, elaborate 
floats, marching bands from across 
the country, celebrity entertainers, 
and performers burst down the 
Parade route in a grand spectacle 
of music and showmanship seen 
only once a year during the Festival. 
The steps of the National Archives 
serve as an exciting performance 
backdrop, and vibrant costumes and 
blossom-inspired décor create the 
look of the nation’s premier spring-
time parade.

 SV Marching Band  
flourishes in DC

Seniors Hayley Hoss and Ellie Lahm  
pose with their awards.

Seneca Valley accounting students placed second and third at the Geneva College Accounting  
Competition on Friday, April 24. 

The second place team included Melissa Karidis, Ann Chen, Katie Lutz, McKenzie Cullen and Adali Deiss.
The third place team (pictured) included Jack Harper, Michael Maloney, Samantha Logan, Victoria Pfab 
and Becky Turner.

Nine Western Pennsylvania school districts participated with a total of 25 teams; five teams were from 
Seneca Valley.

Count on SV to succeed



Seneca Valley High School students tested their engineering might with the 
Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics and Science (TEAMS) Competition 
last month, earning top 10 placements for their successful efforts.  

This problem-solving competition, written by professional engineers, challenges top math and science 
students to solve real world problems based on the 14 Grand Challenges in Engineering.  This year, 
students tackled the challenge of power.  Problems addressed included solar, biofuels, home energy 
conservation, wind, etc. 

Results are calculated nationally and state rankings were reported. The Seneca Valley grade 12 team 
took fourth place in the state out of 75 competing teams.  Members of this team include Renee Botyrius, 
Adam Johanknecht, Andrew Lingenfelter, Emerson Maloney, Greg McKibbin, Mike Palaski, Tanner 
Quiggle, and Maresa Vaccarello.

The Seneca Valley grades 9-10 team took sixth place in the state. Those team members include Caleb 
Cekella, Urvi Gupta, Mark Kunkle, Karina Latsko, Connor Quiggle, Alex Scalone, Claire Schawalder, and 
Ryan Stelitano.
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SV places in Engineering ‘Teams’ Competition

The Seneca Valley Biology Club won first and third place in the Butler 
County Envirothon Competition on May 6.
 
The winning team attended the state level competition at the University  
of Pittsburgh, Johnstown Campus, May 19-20.

First place team members include Morgan Blanyer, Nicole Gloeckner, 
Hannah Hale, Katy Kolor and Jonnie Poepoe.

The third place team members include Maya Albanowski, Hannah McCann, Nora Gavaghan and  
Connor Warren.

Five teams from the intermediate high school and the senior high school attended the competition.
SV Biology Club members have qualified for State Level Envirothon Competitions for the past 30 years.

SV cleans up competition at Envirothon

Seneca Valley had two teams place in a Sea, Air and Land (SEAL) engineering/ robotics challenge spon-
sored by Penn State Electro – Optics Center at Northpointe Business Park in Armstrong County  
on May 2.

The combined Land/Air team earned runner up (2nd place) in the Air challenge, and Land Team 1  
finished as a runner up (2nd place) in the land portion of the challenge.

The combined Land/Air team included students Jacob Staub, Brendan Rae, Drew Dengler, Mike Moon, 
Devin Kane, Tyler Herrman , Josh Harmke, Lauren Sauer, Cassidy Friedrich, Isaac Mroch, Zack Dancisin, 
Connor Williams, Kobie Rankin and Dillion Duvall. 

Land Team 1 included students Will Vickerman, Ryan Maurer, Jake Gebrosky, Adam Newpol, Larry 
Schultheis and Jessica Tan. 

The competition was judged by volunteers with backgrounds in engineering, technology business and 
industry, along with former Navy SEALS and Army Special Forces. SV students enrolled in Honors  
Engineering and Experimentation participated in the SEAL Challenge as a course project.

Two SV teams place in SEAL competition

Thirty Seneca Valley 
students successfully 
completed the  
Westinghouse  
Science Honors 
Institute program and 
junior Kendall Rusnak, finished with 
the eighth best score in the region 
on a Westinghouse exam, and as a 
result, has been awarded a check  
for $250. 

The Westinghouse Science Honors 
Institute program is held on  
Saturdays throughout the school 
year  and includes Alyssa Boccardi, 
Michael Boccardi, Colton Botta, 
Zachary DeDionisio, Julia DiNicola, 
Nicholas Francino, Cassidy Friedrich, 
Carinne Geil, Peter Gemperle, John 
Geyer, Melissa Greco, Jason Happ, 
Mira Hoo, Darpun Kohli, Katy Kolor, 
Michael Kolor, Rhea Kudtarkar,  
Lindsey Larune, Mark Livingstone, 
Emily Mattys, Peyton Moriarity, Jorge 
Olan, Katie Platt, Jeffrey Rodrigues, 
Kendall Rusnak, Matthew Saluga, 
Zachery Schoenly, Emily Schweitzer, 
Siona Sharma and Tyler Spagnelo.
 
The Westinghouse Science Honors 
Institute is a free program for high 
school juniors from Western  
Pennsylvania and the surrounding 
communities who demonstrate a 
strong interest in science and  
engineering and who are of high 
scholastic standing. Westinghouse 
Science Honors Institute (WSHI)  
consists of 11 Saturday-morning 
lectures, from October through  
February, on selected topics in 
science and engineering. Students 
attend WSHI to gain insight into 
careers in engineering and science. 
They network with professionals in 
the “real world,” and interact with 
students from different schools who 
also have the same abilities and 
interests. 

SV students ace  
Westinghouse Exam
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As another school year comes to a close, I wanted to take this opportunity 
to reflect back on many special moments of the past year. These thoughts 
offer a glimpse of many tremendous accomplishments with Raider  
Athletics.  In the world of competitive sports, winning one title is  
considered success. Winning back-to-back titles is defined as sustained 
excellence. And for our girls’ soccer team this is their story. The reigning 
2013 WPIAL champions embraced the role of “top dog,” consistently met 
the challenge of every team on their schedule, and performed in a manner 
that exemplified confidence, trust, and teamwork en route to a second 
straight WPIAL championship in 2014. What impressed me most with this 
group of young ladies was their composure when faced with adversity, 
their confidence in one another, and their belief in the process - they 
simply never gave in to the pressure or expectation placed on their  
shoulders. I congratulate all of them - players and coaches - for not only 
their trophy-winning season but, more importantly, for how they  
represented our District in such a sporting manner.
 
Have you ever watched a cross country meet? Now imagine watching 
the WPIAL championships where hundreds of runners take to the hills  
of Cooper’s Lake while spectators sprint madly across the grounds to 
catch an up-close glimpse of their favorite athlete. Perhaps the  
proudest moment for me in 2014-15 occurred while standing near the 
finish line of the girls’ race. While watching the race conclude I started to 
hear murmurs in the crowd of “Did you see Seneca Valley?” “Wow…look 
at Seneca Valley.” “That’s Seneca Valley.” Why the comments, you ask?  
Well, sprinting across the finish line in fifth, sixth and seventh place were 
Rachel Hensler, Julia Kooser, and Mariah Mack, respectively. Anyone 
who follows cross country knew the performance of this trio, along with 
top 40 finishes by Isabelle Biase and Lauren Sauer, had just wrapped up 
the first upset of the fall season - Seneca Valley girls’ cross country won 
the WPIAL title over heavily favored Mt. Lebanon and North Allegheny.  
As I stood there watching the final racers come across the finish line I 
could only think to myself, “That’s right….that’s Seneca Valley!”
 
There is no denying the wrath of Mother Nature was all too present this 
past winter but for ninth grader Louis Newell to say this young man had 
“ice in his veins” might be an understatement. Not because he endured 
a long and lasting winter like the rest of us but because this first-time 
WPIAL competitor rose to the occasion to finish third at WPIALs and earn 
a berth at the PIAA championships. It was there, in Hershey, Pa., that 
Louis put Seneca Valley back on the map with Pennsylvania wrestling to 
earn an eighth place medal, the first state medalist for SV since 2002. I 
take great pride in the determination of our student-athletes and Louis’s 
perseverance to battle back through the consolation bracket to finish 
on the medal stand speaks volumes of his character and tenacity. You 
made us all proud that day, Louis, and we look forward to what your future 
brings.
 
For those in the spring sports season, the resolve of these student-
athletes and coaches is on full display as they anxiously await the 
opportunity to get outdoors. I give credit to these coaches and student-
athletes who endure for weeks on end, waiting for anything remotely 
close to warm temperatures and playable venues. Each of them takes 
the adversity in stride choosing to refocus their energies into becoming 
the best athletes and best teams they can possibly be. And none of them 
disappointed. At season’s end, Seneca Valley had four teams in WPIAL 
playoffs and an abundance of track & field student athletes competing 
at their WPIAL championships. As I write this recap the boys’ volleyball 
team awaits the start of their PIAA championship journey, having finished 

second in the WPIAL. Following the WPIAL championship final at  
Baldwin, I overheard some senior players - with their second place  
medals in hand - comment, “Now I have something to wear at  
graduation.” You see, our student-athletes take pride in the WPIAL  
medals around their neck on graduation night; it is a subtle reminder that 
their hard work and sacrifices were duly rewarded. For this particular 
team, I have watched them build and build and build over my first three 
seasons and their ascent to WPIAL championship caliber comes as no 
surprise. The 2015 version of Raider boys’ volleyball was a portrait of  
selfless teammates, exceptional athleticism, and unwavering belief in 
their coaches. Their success is simply a by-product of their commitment 
to sacrifice, hard work and preparation.
 
While these are just a few moments I share they are emblematic of a 
pride we cultivate here at Seneca Valley. We are a community who 
embraces the efforts and applauds the accomplishments of all of our 
student-athletes. Raider teams do not shy away from the pursuit of  
excellence nor are they ever scared of the moment - no matter how big 
the stage may be. Why you ask? Because that’s Seneca Valley and that’s 
who we are. Proud.

The Year in Review:  Excellence. Persistence. Pride.
A perspective from Seneca Valley Athletics Director Heather Lewis

Physicals, Drug Testing, & Concussion Testing  
for 2015-16 Sports

The Athletic Department has confirmed summer dates for physicals, 
drug testing, and ImPACT baseline concussion testing. A few important 
reminders:

•	 NEW in 2015:  ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office  
 no later than Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2015 by 3 p.m.  No longer will we  
 accept paperwork at the first day of tryouts.
•	 The only dates for receiving a physical on campus are in June.
•	 The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for  
 doctor’s signature.
•	 All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2015-16 will be  
 available on SV Portal starting June 1, 2015.
•	 All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under   
 “Sports Registration” before competing.  Registration begins  
 June 1, 2015.
•	 Complete information can be found here.

Physicals and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior 
High School 
(No drug testing in June)
•	 June 3, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.
•	 June 4, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.
•	 June 9, 2015 at 9 a.m.

Drug Testing & ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing – Senior High 
School
(No physicals in July)
•	 July 22, 2015 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
•	 July 23, 2015 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1 – 3 p.m.
•	 July 29, 2015 from 3:30 – 7:30 p.m.
•	 July 30, 2015 from 8 a.m. – Noon & 1– 3 p.m.

https://portal.svsd.net
https://portal.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/Page/11086
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AlumniAlumniNews & NotesNews & Notes

Mr. Franklin “Frank” Blackstone III, a 1977 Seneca Valley graduate is a lawyer living outside of Washington, DC. We asked 
him to catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and career.

Q: Tell us about your occupation.
A: I am a lawyer living and working in Tysons Corner, Virginia, which is about 10 miles outside Washington, DC.  I run  
Blackstone Counsel and act as the outside General Counsel to about 25 technology companies and professional services 
firms with issues ranging from mergers and acquisitions, intellectual property, litigation and disputes, Government contracts, 
and employment matters.  I thoroughly enjoy choosing my clients and assisting them in becoming as successful as possible.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family. 
A: My wife Alison was born in England and I met her while working at EDS.  We have two sons, Kent (21) and Mitch (18) who were born in Dallas, 
Texas (when we lived there in the 90’s), and they love playing baseball.  Kent’s playing D1 at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia and Mitch 
is going to attend and play baseball at Cornell University starting in the Fall. We all like the Pirates and Steelers (what a surprise…)

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally? 
A: Seneca Valley prepared me to attend Northwestern University, where I ran track, studied Economics and Music, and helped put in a bar and  
organize concerts at the Student Union. Serving as Seneca Valley’s senior class president truly helped give me the confidence to succeed at  
Northwestern, and then later at IBM, George Washington University Law School, EDS, and four large law firms before starting my own firm.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Although Seneca Valley was significantly smaller back in the 1970s, there was always a sense of camaraderie and teamwork, particularly when 
we were competing against bigger schools.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: John Dixon was a phenomenal French teacher and pianist, and Coach Wayne Roccia believed in me as a sprinter on the Track team.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be? 
A: Using positive encouragement and trying to assist students in finding how they can be successful and passionate in life is the best thing you can do.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?  
A: I truly enjoyed my years at Seneca Valley, and I’m excited and proud to see how it’s grown and become successful. 

Alumni Q&A with Franklin Blackstone, III, Seneca Valley Class of 1977

The Seneca Valley STEM Lecture 
series for May featured 2007  
Seneca Valley graduate Josh 
Tobin, a researcher on colorectal 
cancer at Hillman Cancer Center 
in Shadyside, as a guest speaker 
on May 8. Mr. Tobin discussed his 
higher education journey as well 
as his experience as a researcher 
during this fifth and final lecture for 
the year-long series.

“He was sure to thank his teachers here at Seneca Valley for 
providing him the guidance and skills to be successful at the 
University of Michigan and pursuing his career,” stated Mr. David 
Lowe, AP Biology Teacher / STEM Lecture Series Coordinator, 
“Mr. Tobin commented on Ms. Rebecca Finch’s (Senior High 
School Honors Molecular Biology and Human Anatomy  Teacher) 
help in securing a position in a lab position while still in high 
school and the need to get out and try to get experience where 
you can.”

SV Alum is guest speaker for STEM Lecture Series Maya Evanitsky, a 2012 graduate of Seneca Valley 
made the local paper for the research project she 
is leading at Penn State University. The new project 
will sequence the DNA of the Eastern mountain lion, 
the inspiration for the university’s mascot, the Nittany 
lion. 

Gretchen (Goldbach) Krasneski, a 1999  
graduate of Seneca Valley, was selected as 
the UPMC East’s Cameos of Caring award 
winner and will represent UPMC East at the 
2015 Cameos of Caring awards gala in  
November. This annual award winner is  
chosen from nominated nurses within UPMC 
that demonstrate a commitment to consistent 
and excellence in nursing care. The UPMC  
committee looks for nurses who serve as 
effective advocates for patients and their 
families and nurses who motivate, educate 
others and become a positive role model for 
the profession of nursing. 
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With the school year ending across 
Pennsylvania, more people will 
be walking or riding their bikes for 
pleasure and exercise. Familiarize 
yourself with the PA Bicycle Drivers 
Manual by visiting justdrivepa.org/
Resources/Bicycle-Guide.  
Additionally, check out PennDOT’s 
series of bicycle and pedestrian 
safety videos at youtube.com/penn-
sylvaniaDOT.

Bike safety

Earlier this month, Haine Middle School fifth graders painted “no dump” signs next to storm drains as 
part of community awareness partnership with Cranberry Township. This project was completed by 
Purpose students and led by Ms. Allison Stebbins, gifted support teacher. 

SV makes a difference

Seneca Valley Librarians hosted  
a workshop by Capstone for  
librarians all across Western  
Pennsylvania called “Integrating 
Digital Content into Instruction”  
at Haine Elementary School on 
April 28. 

Librarians ran through features, 
explored lesson ideas that  
addressed state education  
standards, collaborated and 
shared ideas for implementation 
and access and discussed  
digital content. 

Attendees for the workshop included districts such as Baldwin Whitehall, Urban Pathways,  
Conemaugh Valley, DePaul School for Hearing & Speech, Butler, Trinity Area, West Allegheny  
and New Castle School Districts. 

SV, Capstone host digital content workshop

Evans City Elementary and Middle School students 
helped raise $5,602.95 in the school’s annual Jump 
Rope for Heart event. This total surpassed last year’s 
total that will support the American Heart Association 
research and education initiatives that save lives in the 
community.

Heart heroes

http://www.justdrivepa.org/Resource-Center/Traffic-Safety-Publications/#Bicycle-Pedestrian-Safety-Publications
http://www.justdrivepa.org/Resource-Center/Traffic-Safety-Publications/#Bicycle-Pedestrian-Safety-Publications
https://www.youtube.com/user/PennsylvaniaDOT
https://www.youtube.com/user/PennsylvaniaDOT


LEVEL PREREQUISITES SKILLS TAUGHT

Parent 
& Child 
Aquatics

Must be 6 months to 
3 yrs old.

Designed to encourage water exploration, this group swim class will teach parents a 
variety of support and holding techniques used to help children feel more comfortable in 
the water.  Children will practice supported front and back floats, arm and leg movement, 
breath control, and water exploration through songs and games.

Level 1 Must be 3 yrs old. Blowing bubbles through mouth and nose, opening eyes under water and retrieving a 
submerged object in less than 2 ft. of water, assisted front & back float, assisted front & 
back glide, assisted alternating arm and leg action on front and back, changing direction 
while walking or paddling, and using a life jacket.

Level 2 Must be 3 yrs old 
completed  
Level 1 skills.

Enter the water safely by jumping or stepping in, exit the water safely using the ladder or 
the side, bobbing fully submerged, opening eyes under water and retrieving submerged 
objects in greater than 2 ft. of water, unassisted front and back glide, unassisted 
alternating arm and leg action on front and back, treading water using arm and leg action 
in moderate-deep water.

Level 3 Must be 3 yrs old 
and completed  
Level 2 skills.

Enter deep water by jumping in, submerge and retrieve an object in chest deep water, 
deep water floating on front and back, diving from a seated or kneeling position, tread 
water, front and back glide using two different kicks, front crawl with rotary breathing, 
back crawl, backstroke, and perform help and huddle position.

Level 4 Must be 3 yrs old 
and completed  
Level 3 skills.

Standing dive, swimming underwater, front crawl- 25 yards, back crawl-15 yards, 
breaststroke- 15 yards, butterfly- 15 yards, swim on side using a scissor-like kick, and 
tread water using two different kicks.

Level 5/6 Must be 3 yrs old 
and completed  
Level 4 skills.

Shallow angle dive, front and back flip turn, front crawl, back crawl, breaststroke, 
butterfly, elementary backstroke, sidestroke, tread water for two minutes, endurance 
building,  and stroke refinement.

Adult Designed for beginner level swimmers, individuals can expect to learn the basic 
essentials to swimming. Classes cover proper flutter kick, alternating arm movements, 
rotary breathing, and body position in the water.

LEARN TO SWIM AT THE CRANBERRY WATERPARK

Camps at a Glance
Pee Wee  (Ages 3*-6)

Adventure/Great Outdoors, Sports (Ages 6-12) 
Counselor in Training (Ages 13-15)

Full Day:  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Half Day:  8:30 AM- 1:00 PM 
*3 YR Half Day Program- NEW!

Extended Care Options:  7:30 - 8:30AM & 4:30- 6 PM

Camp Locations
Community Park, Graham Park, North Boundary Park

& Family Retreat Center (Great Outdoors Camp)

All are welcome to enjoy 
CAMPS & ACTIVITIES, 

regardless of residency.

CranberryTownship.org/Programs       724-779-4FUN (4386)

http://cranberrytownship.org/index.aspx?NID=586
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Sgt. Ron Cepek, a highly decorated (three Bronze 
Stars) Veteran and fellow Vietnam Veteran Sgt. 
Robert Kunkle, U.S.M.C., spoke to Mr. Jim Lucot’s 
government and history classes on May 7. 

Both Veterans spoke about the era and addressed 
many of the topics that the students had just 
learned about. 

“Sgt. Cepek was exceptional,” stated Mr. Lucot, 
“he is extremely knowledgeable and very  
compassionate. He was humorous, emotional, 
encouraging and realistic.”

Vietnam Veterans visit SV 

Lauren Agnello, a junior at Seneca Valley, was recently accepted as a 
scholarship recipient from the U.S. State Department to study in South Korea 
this summer. Lauren (pictured right on the farm of one of her host families 
in Germany) spent her sophomore year in Germany as a rotary international 
exchange student. 

Miss Agnello’s sister, Rachael, a 2012 Seneca Valley graduate and a junior at 
George Mason University, won a congressional fellowship to study for a year 
in Germany. The sisters learned of their scholarships about a week apart from 
each other. 

SV sisters to study abroad

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
https://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/browse?ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_cv&node=10441433011&pldnSite=1
https://smile.amazon.com/



